Motivation of the Comment

12
Pitman and Perkins (2009), hereafter referred to as 'PP', compared air temperatures 13 at 2-m (T2m) and 1000-hPa (T1000hPa) from three different reanalysis products against 14 each other. As one of the main conclusions, they claimed that due to major differences 15 found in T2m, "commonly exceeding ±5
• C and regionally exceeding ±10
• C", the use of 
Data and Methods
30
The ERA-40 data were obtained from ECMWF's MARS server (http://www.ecmwf.
31
int/services/archive/) and come on a horizontal resolution of 1.125
• . The JRA-25 data 32 were downloaded at http://dss.ucar.edu/dsszone/ds625.0/ at a resolution of 1.25
to the different grid types, both datasets were regridded to a common regular grid of 2.5
• by 34 using the nearest-neighbor method. In contrast to PP, T2m was not corrected for differences 35 in reanalysis orography, and, thus, differences are expected to be greater than in PP. As Moreover, our results for T2m (shown in Figure 1a ) are comparable or even smaller than 54 those obtained for T1000hPa (see Fig. 2d in PP) . Therefore, the strong claim that "either 
